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Quartz is the most common single mineral on
Earth. It can be found in almost any geologic
setting, but it most typically forms sedimentary
rocks like sandstone and is the defining mineral of
igneous rocks like granite.

It comes in many colors and shapes, but quartz
always has a glassy luster and it always is hardness
7 on the Mohs scale. On the left is a spear of
colorless quartz; on the right is a polished slab of a
massive milky pink variety (rose quartz). The
Herkimer diamond is a form of quartz crystal. It

also can be brown or purple or black, rarely green
and other colors depending on the impurities in it.
Pure, clear quartz is called rock crystal.

Crystals always show a six-sided outer form, but
inside, when you break them, they have almost no
cleavage direction. Instead they display a
conchoidal fracture, in which the broken surfaces
show scooped-out, shell shaped forms. This
fracture and the glassy luster are very typical signs
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Scales of quartz.
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Volcano Links jasper depending on various characteristics. The

Geo-Webrings chipped stone tools made by our prehistoric
ancestors commonly use these materials.
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Trekking in Nepal with EnjoyNepal

Save money by planning and booking trekking/ hiking trips in
Nepal directly with EnjoyNepal. Over 40 treks.
http://www.enjoynepal.com/ (Cost to Advertiser: $0.20)

Geoscience and Engineering Software Applications
Quickly create, edit and print boring and well logs, soil classification
charts and cross-sections. Flexible, reasonably priced, easy to learn
applications. Exports into Word.
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Sattler Colorado Mountain Land
5-Acre parcels of mountain land starting at $3000. Located in southern
Colorado, near Alamosa and Fort Garland-2.5 hours from Colorado
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